
THE READING AND VIEWING PREFERENCES  

OF MUSLIM STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSIDAD DE ZAMBOANGA: 

 A PROPOSED MATERIALS GUIDE 

 
 

____________________ 
 
 
 
 

A Thesis 
 

Presented to the 
 

Graduate Faculty of the College of Arts and Sciences 
 

University of San Carlos 
 

Cebu City, Philippines 
 
 
 

____________________ 
 
 
 
 

In Partial Fulfillment 
 

of the Requirements for the Degree 
 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN LIBRARY SCIENCE 
 
 

____________________ 
 
 

by 
 
 

EMMA S. SOTITO 
 

May 2014 



UNIVERSITY OF SAN CARLOS 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

Cebu City 
 

APPROVAL SHEET 
 

This final paper requirement “THE READING AND VIEWING PREFERENCES 
OF MUSLIM STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSIDAD DE ZAMBOANGA:  A 
PROPOSED MATERIAL GUIDE” prepared and submitted by EMMA S. SIDNEY 
in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of MASTER OF LIBRARY 
AND INFORMATION SCIENCE has been examined and is recommended for 
acceptance and approval. 
 
 

MARIA LUISA K. BURDEOS, MSLS 
Chair, Examination Panel 

 
 

CRISTITA LANTICSE, MSLS RAINERA C. BOHOLST, MSLS 
                      Member    Member 
 

MARILOU P.TADLIP, Ed.D 
              Adviser 
 
 

MARIA LUISA K. BURDEOS, MSLS 
Chair, Department of Library and Information Science 

 
 

 Accepted and approved as endorsed, in partial fulfilment of the 
requirements for the degree MASTER OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION 
SCIENCE. 
 
  Comprehensive Examination PASSED on:    May 29 & 30 1997. 
 
 
 
      RAMON S. DEL FIERRO, PhD 
      Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 
___________________ 
     Date of Approval 

 
 
 
 

 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
 
 The researcher is forever grateful to all those who have given their 

assistance in many different ways for the completion of this thesis.  In deep 

appreciation, she would like to express her profound gratitude to the following: 

 Universidad de Zamboanga, especially to the late President and Chief 

Executive Officer, Dr. Arturo F. Eustaquio III, to the former UZ Library Director, 

Dr. Helen B. Madroñal, and the Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. 

Bashiruddin A. Ajihil for signing the Letter of Recommendation and allowing her 

to take Master of Science in Library Science at the University of San Carlos, 

Cebu City. 

 Fund for Assistance to Private Education (FAPE) and the UZ College 

Faculty Development Fund (CFDF) for the financial assistance; 

 University of San Carlos especially Dr. Ramon S. del Fierro, dean and Dr. 

Delia E. Belleza, assistant dean of the College of Arts and Sciences for the 

considerations afforded to the researcher; 

 Prof. Maria Luisa K. Burdeos, Chair, Department of Library and 

Information Science, University of San Carlos and Chair, Examination Panel for 

her kindness and untiring support towards the completion of this work. The 

researcher is forever indebted to her; 

 It is with immense gratitude that the researcher acknowledged the support 

and help of Dr. Marilou P. Tadlip, her adviser;  her brilliant ideas had contributed 

to the completion of this work.  Prof. Annabelle, P. Acedera,  Prof. Rainera C. 

Boholst and Prof. Cristita L. Lanticse, members of the thesis committee, Prof. 



Evelyn A. Sanson and (+) Prof. Epifania L. Magallon for sharing their expertise 

towards the improvement of this research; 

 Ms. Evelyn Castro, UZ Registrar and her staff and MIS personnel for 

furnishing the researcher with the lists of students, Ms. Shirley T. Handumon, 

UZ-AELIC Chief Librarian for granting her an interview and for allowing her to 

utilized pertinent library records needed for the study, the deans of the different 

colleges for allowing her to conduct the survey, the faculty members who 

assisted her and the respondents who gave their valuable time in answering the 

survey questions. 

 Islamic Institute, most especially to the Principal and Muslim students who 

participated during the conduct of the pre-test, which served as bases for the 

researcher on how she could improve her survey questionnaire; 

Mr. Romy Gabito, for the initial editing of her research work and Mr. 

Roman Ellovido, her friend and classmate at the University of San Carlos for 

helping her in formulating the survey questionnaire; 

Her friends at the University of San Carlos and her classmates in the 

MSLS program, for making her summer classes memorable and enjoyable; 

special thanks to Ms Fe R. Planas, for helping the researcher in facilitating her 

enrollment and in the requisition of pertinent papers; 

Ms. Lilia Fe M. Bengil, my ever supportive best friend and companion for 

her words of enlightenment and positive disposition which she passed on to the 

researcher; 

Her friends, Liberty P. Asdaon, Annabel T. Martinez, Dulcinia Falcatan  



Gernalyn M. Wahab, Pilar Tubog, Filoteo Franco, Mubin Taala, former librarians 

of UZ , Norma del Rosario Antao and  Rex Sanson, for their untiring efforts in 

encouraging the researcher to finish her studies;  

Ma. Socorro Tarroza, her loving niece, Donnabel M. Candil, and Hanson 

Quijano for their hospitality;  

 Her library family, for their moral support and encouragement and for 

providing the researcher with the necessary data needed for this research; 

 Ms. Carmelita Agustin, Technical Services Librarian, City Library, 

Zamboanga City and Ms. Liwayway E. Limen, former Silsilah Librarian, 

Zamboanga City for the assistance extended during the data gathering; 

 Her husband Hercules, children, Velithelen Yves, Maynard Christian, 

Maynard Allen, Jeremiah, Shaira Carmelie and Shanaia Herge, her three jewels 

Limwel Ginowa, Sharmelle and Yuhan Ameer, her sources of inspiration, who 

gave her the encouragement to finish this study; 

 Her mother Mrs. Carmen Sanchez-Sidney, her guiding light, her sisters, 

brothers and their families for their love and support and for taking care of her 

children, while she was in Cebu; 

 And most of all, to God the Almighty who blessed her with strength, 

wisdom and enlightenment;  without His divine guidance, this research would 

have not been possible. 

     

EMMA SIDNEY-SOTITO 

 



ABSTRACT 
 

 
 The study looked into the reading and viewing preferences of Muslim 
students of the Universidad de Zamboanga, Zamboanga City in terms of age, 
gender, course and year and cultural group; their reading and viewing 
preferences with reference to forms, types and topics of materials; and the 
materials available in UZ-Arturo Eustaquio Libraries and Information Centre in 
order to draw up a materials guide. 
 
 The study used the descriptive method of research through a  structured 
questionnaire, interviews, and lists of present collections. The data gathered 
were analyzed using a simple statistical method. 
 

The general profile of the Muslim male students is a Tausug between 18-
19 years of age in second or third year level enrolled in allied Medical Sciences, 
Criminology or Engineering courses. The general profile of the Muslim female 
students is a Tausug aged between 16-17 years in  first year or second year in 
allied Medical Science courses. The year of birth, course and year level  
influenced preferences for reading and viewing regardless of gender. The print 
form of materials has a slightly higher preference compared to non-print 
materials. This implies that students no longer relied on one form of material for 
their information needs.  Among the types of materials, both the male and female 
respondents’ top three preferences were professional books, Muslim collection 
and newspapers. Respondent’s preference for professional books was attributed 
to the desire to be active in class discussions. The preference for Muslim 
collection is a manifestation of strong faith in Islam and a desire to read on 
Islamic teachings.  The School of Allied Medicine has more respondents who 
preferred books compared with  majority of the College of Engineering and 
Information Technology students who preferred CD/ROM Internet. The nature of 
their courses is a problable factor that dictated their preferences. The topic,  
Religion and spirituality (Islamic), was consistent as the first reading and viewing 
preference across cultural groups. Other topics on top of the list were 
Technology, Sciences, Current issues, and Sports.  

 
To some extent, the library’s collection in varied forms and types of 

materials on different topics answered the reading and viewing preferences of 
the Universidad de Zamboanga students. But, the present library holdings did not 
fully meet the students’ preferences because of few updated and more recent 
reading and viewing materials across all subject fields; thus, a materials guide 
was drawn up and recommended for implementation to improve the collection 
and services. 
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